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PREFACE 


Public  Health  Department, 
69  High  Street, 
Saffron  Walden,  Essex 
Tel.  Saffron  Walden  2194 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  tenth  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District. 

The  estimated  mid-year  population  fell  from  17,880  in  1958  to 
17,870  in  1959  but  this  difference  of  ten  is,  of  course,  really  negligible. 

The  number  of  live  births  was  278  which  is  the  same  as  in  1958,  but 
there  was  one  less  still  birth,  i.e.,  6  still  births  in  1959  compared  with  7  in 
1958. 

The  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  was  15.56  and 
when  corrected  by  multiplying  by  the  comparability  factor  of  1.12  this 
gives  17.43  compared  with  the  figure  of  16.5  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  number  of  deaths  in  1959  was  206  giving  a  Death  Rate  per 
1,000  of  the  estimated  population  of  12.98.  Multiplying  the  Death  Rate 
by  the  comparability  factor  of  0.88  gives  the  figure  of  11.42  compared 
with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales  of  11.6.  In  1958  the  corrected 
Death  Rate  for  the  District  was  10.5  (The  G.R.O.  Circular  (M.O.H.)  No. 
3/60  states  inter  alia:  “The  figures  for  deaths  include  those  of  members  of 
the  Armed  Forces  who  were  stationed  in  the  area.  The  population 
figures  given  are  home  populations  (i.e.,  including  members  of  the  Armed 
Forces  stationed  in  the  area).  The  area  comparability  factors  for  use 
with  crude  birth  and  death  rates  contain  adjustments  for  boundary 
changes  and  make  allowance  for  the  way  in  which  the  sex  and  age  dis¬ 
tribution  of  the  local  population  differs  from  that  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole.  In  addition,  the  death  rate  area  comparability  factors  have 
been  adjusted  specifically  to  take  account  of  the  presence  of  any  resi¬ 
dential  institutions  in  each  area.  When  local  crude  birth  and  death  rates 
are  multiplied  by  the  appropriate  comparability  factor,  they  are  com¬ 
parable  with  the  crude  rate  for  England  and  Wales  or  with  the  corres¬ 
ponding  adjusted  rate  for  any  other  area.”) 

Nine  children  under  one  year  died  in  1959,  six  of  these  in  the  first 
week  of  life. 

On  the  whole  1959  was  a  healthy  year,  there  were  no  cases  of 
diphtheria  or  poliomyelitis  but  mild  outbreaks  of  vomiting,  and  in  some 
cases  of  diarrhoea,  occurred  from  time  to  time  and  in  each  case  appeared 
once  more  to  be  of  viral  origin. 
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In  outbreaks  which  occurred  in  two  villages  in  November  the 
patients  had  abdominal  pain  accompanied  by  vomiting  and  this  was 
followed  in  a  few  days  by  a  distressing  cough  in  a  number  of  cases.  Both 
adults  and  children  were  affected. 

No  cases  of  Sonne  Dysentery  were  discovered  in  the  District  during 
the  year.  One  girl  working  near  London  acquired  the  infection  and  re¬ 
turned  home  for  treatment  and  convalescence,  but  specimens  examined 
after  her  treatment  were  all  negative. 

The  four  cases  of  infective  hepatitis  occurred  in  November  and 
December.  All  cases  were  in  the  South  of  the  District — two  in  one  village 
and  single  cases  in  two  other  villages.  No  connection  was  discovered 
between  the  four  cases. 

The  five  cases  of  food  poisoning  concerned  one  married  couple  and 
three  isolated  cases.  One  patient,  a  child  of  one  month,  was  admitted  to 
hospital  as  a  case  of  acute  gastro-enteritis  and  died  the  same  day.  The 
child  was  only  ill  for  one  day  and  the  source  of  the  infection  was  not 
discovered.  In  three  of  the  five  cases  mentioned  above  the  infecting 
organism  was  found  to  be  Salmonella  typhi-murium,  the  fourth  case  was 
Salmonella  (untyped),  and  in  the  fifth  case  Salmonella  infection  was 
diagnosed  on  clinical  symptoms  in  the  husband  after  being  diagnosed 
bacteriologically  in  the  wife. 

The  only  case  where  the  source  of  infection  was  ascertained  was  that 
of  a  girl  who  attended  a  dance  in  London  in  November  where  a  number 
of  other  people  were  also  infected  after  eating  chicken  vol-au-vent. 

Except  when  a  number  of  people  are  infected  at  one  time,  as  in  the 
last  case,  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  ascertain  the  source  of  infection.  This 
is  partly  due  to  the  fact  that  infected  persons  often  do  not  consult  their 
family  doctors  at  all  or  do  so  after  a  few  days  have  elapsed.  In  the  mean¬ 
time  the  remains  of  the  food  taken  prior  to  the  onset  of  symptoms  have 
been  thrown  away  and  so  cannot  be  sent  for  examination  at  the  Labor¬ 
atory.  It  would  greatly  help  the  Staff  of  Public  Health  Departments  if 
they  could  be  notified  immediately  of  all  cases  of  suspected  food  poison¬ 
ing  and  if  any  suspected  food  could  be  put  aside  for  examination. 

The  investigation  of  a  case  of  food  poisoning  is  a  type  of  detective 
work  and  we  cannot  do  much  when  most  of  the  clues  have  been  obscured 
and  the  trail  is  cold.  In  each  case  every  effort  has  to  be  made  to  en¬ 
deavour  to  ascertain  how  the  patient  has  become  infected  in  order  to  try 
to  protect  other  members  of  the  public.  Much  time  that  can  ill  be  spared 
is  consumed  without  obtaining  any  results  because  we  learn  about  cases 
of  food  poisoning  too  late. 

Although  the  health  of  the  District  remained  good  in  most  respects, 
one  cannot  help  being  disturbed  by  the  number  of  deaths  due  to  cardio¬ 
vascular  diseases  and  vascular  diseases  of  the  nervous  system.  Out  of  a 
total  of  206  deaths  it  will  be  seen  that  no  less  than  107  were  due  to  these 
diseases  and  in  1958  the  figure  was  106.  Although  cancer  is  dreaded 
much  more  by  the  general  public  only  30  deaths  in  the  District  were  due 
to  this  disease  in  1959  and  39  deaths  in  1958. 


As  in  previous  years,  the  care  of  the  aged  continued  to  present  many 
problems;  beds  for  the  chronic  sick  were  still  in  short  supply,  particularly 
for  female  patients,  hostel  accommodation  was  insufficient  to  meet 
demands  and  home  helps  were  difficult  to  obtain.  However,  we  do  know 
that  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  and  Essex  County  Council  are  doing 
all  they  can  to  deal  with  these  problems  and  an  easing  of  the  present 
situation  is  hoped  for  within  the  next  few  years.  In  the  meantime  the 
District  Nurses  and  the  voluntary  organisations  do  everything  possible  to 
ameliorate  the  lot  of  our  poor  old  people,  and  I  would  mention  in  parti¬ 
cular  the  great  help  given  by  the  Hospital  Trust  Fund  Association  and 
the  Saffron  Walden  and  District  Old  People’s  Welfare  Association. 

Our  backward  children  presented  another  problem.  The  waiting  lists 
for  institutions  continued  to  be  very  long  and  some  parents  almost  gave 
up  hope.  The  Saffron  Walden  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped  Chil¬ 
dren  did  all  it  could  to  help  and  the  news  that  Essex  County  Council 
would  be  opening  an  Occupation  Centre  in  Saffron  Walden  early  in  1960 
was  a  great  source  of  comfort. 

As  will  be  seen  in  my  Report,  the  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited 
Stansted  and  Saffron  Walden  in  March.  The  attendances  at  Stansted  were 
not  as  large  as  had  been  expected  but  this  was  partly  accounted  for  by 
the  fact  that  a  number  of  Stansted  residents  had  already  attended  a 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  at  Bishop’s  Stortford. 

I  wish  to  thank  the  members  of  the  Council,  and  particularly  the 
Health  Committee,  for  the  encouragement  given  me  during  the  year  and 
the  officials  for  their  help  and  assistance.  My  particular  thanks  are  due 
once  more  to  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector,  Mr  Armes,  and  his  Staff 
and  to  my  Secretary,  Miss  A.  M.  Lamb.  The  Essex  County  Council 
Welfare  Foods/Clinic  Clerks,  Mri.G.  Sharp  and  Mrs  D.  Whiffen,  once 
more  gave  most  loyal  help  which  I  greatly  appreciated. 

I  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

IRENE  M.  CONWAY  HASTILOW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


September,  1960. 
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SECTION  A.— STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 

OF  THE  DISTRICT 

Area  :  78,585  acres. 

Population  (Registrar  General’s  Estimate  mid-year,  1959) :  17,870. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1959) 

according  to  the  Rate  Books:  6,187 

Rateable  value  (as  at  31/12/59) :  £170,962. 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  :  £671. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR 
Live  Births 

Number  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  •••  278 

Rate  per  1000  population  ...  .  ...  15  56 

Birth  Rate  corrected  by  multiplying  by  comparability  factor 

of  112  .  1743 

Birth  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 6 50 

Illegitimate  Live  Births  per  cent  of  total  live  births .  5-76 

Stillbirths 

Number  ...  .  .  6 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  .  21  13 

Total  Live  and  Still  Births  .  ...  ...  ...  284 

Infant  Deaths  (deaths  under  1  year)  ...  ...  .  9 

Infant  Mortality  Rates 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1000  total  live  births .  ...  32-38 

Legitimate  „  „  „  legitimate  live  births  ...  ...  30-53 

Illegitimate  „  „  „  illegitimate  „  „  .  62-5 

Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  4  weeks  per  1000  total 

live  births)  .  21-58 

Early  Neo-natal  Mortality  Rate  (deaths  under  1  week  per 

1000  total  live  births)  .  21-58 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  (still  births  and  deaths  under  1  week 

combined  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births)  ...  ...  42-25 

Maternal  Mortality  (including  abortion) 

Number  of  deaths  ...  .  .  0 

Rate  per  1000  total  live  and  still  births  .  ...  0 

Death  Rate  per  1000  of  the  estimated  population  ...  ...  12-98 

Deaths  from  all  causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  .  206 

Death  Rate  per  1000  population  England  and  Wales  ...  11-60 

Death  Rate  corrected  by  multiplying  by  comparability 

factor  of  0-88  .  11-42 
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DEATHS  FROM  ALL  CAUSES 


1959  1958 


Cause  of  Death  : 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

1. 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory  . 

1 

0 

0 

0 

2. 

Tuberculosis,  other  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease  . 

0 

0 

0 

1 

4. 

Diptheria  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

5. 

Whooping  Cough  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

6. 

Meningococcal  Infections  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

8. 

Measles  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

0 

0 

0 

0 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  . 

4 

2 

2 

5 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

6 

0 

7 

2 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . 

— 

1 

— 

4 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  . 

— 

1 

— 

1 

14- 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

6 

10 

11 

7 

15. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia  . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

16. 

Diabetes  . 

1 

0 

1 

0 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  . 

10 

14 

10 

11 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . 

23 

25 

19 

15 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  . 

2 

1 

1 

4 

20. 

Other  heart  disease  . 

11 

12 

14 

19 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease  . 

6 

3 

6 

7 

22. 

Influenza  . 

1 

2 

1 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia  . 

11 

4 

6 

4 

24. 

Bronchitis  . 

3 

4 

4 

3 

25. 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  . 

0 

0 

2 

3 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  . 

1 

0 

4 

0 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  . 

0 

3 

0 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  . 

0 

1 

1 

0 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

2 

0 

3 

0 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . 

— 

0 

— 

0 

31. 

Congenital  malformations  . 

0 

2 

2 

0 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

16 

9 

9 

12 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents  . 

4 

1 

2 

2 

34- 

All  other  accidents  . 

1 

1 

1 

2 

35. 

Suicide  . 

0 

0 

1 

0 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war .  0  0  0  0 

Diphtheria  :  No  cases  of  diphtheria  occurred  during  the  year. 

Food  Poisoning  :  Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during  the 
year. 

Poliomyelitis  :  No  cases  of  poliomyelitis  occurred  during  the  year. 

6 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
Notifiable  Diseases  (other  than  tuberculosis) 

1959  1958 


Whooping  Cough  .  1  26 

Scarlet  Fever  .  12  12 

Erysipelas  .  6  6 

Measles  .  98  200 

Infective  Hepatitis  .  4  1 

Diphtheria  .  0  0 

Food  Poisoning  .  5  0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .  0  0 

Poliomyelitis  (Paralytic)  .  0  1 

(Non-Paralytic)  .  0  0 

Sonne  Dysentery  .  0  0 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  ... .  0  0 

Virus  Encephalitis  .  0  1 

Pneumonia  .  14  14 


TUBERCULOSIS 

One  case  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  notified  during  1959  and  3 
cases  moved  into  the  District.  In  1958  seven  cases  were  notified — 6  pul¬ 
monary  and  1  non-pulmonary — and  2  cases  moved  into  the  District. 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT 


The  Mass  Radiography  Unit  visited  Saffron  Walden  and  Stansted  in 
March  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  Medical  Director,  Dr  Daphne  Smith,  for 
the  following  report  : 


Saffron  Walden  Survey — 

No.  of  persons  examined 

1959 

Male 

Female 

Total 

General  Public — Firms  ...  . 

1,158 

843 

2,001 

Pupils  . 

414 

280 

694 

School  Staff — Teaching  . 

31 

26 

57 

— Domestic  and  Other 

9 

40 

49 

Training  College — Students 

— 

77 

77 

—Staff  . 

1 

23 

24 

Hospital  Staff — Nursing 

1 

5 

6 

— Domestic  ... 

5 

6 

11 

Doctors’  Requests  ...  ...  . 

8 

11 

19 

1,627 

1,311 

2,938 

1st  X-rays 

888 

737 

1,625 

Of  the  2,938  persons  X-rayed  at  Saffron 

Walden 

only  1,697 

were 

residents  of  the  Borough. 
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Stansted  Survey — 1959 


No.  of  persons  examined  : 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stansted  Airport — 

Airport  Employees  . 

610 

78 

688 

Others  . 

610 

5 

83 

5 

693 

No.  examined  for  1st  time — 388 

Stansted  School — 

General  Public — Firms 

177 

187 

364 

Schools — Pupils  . 

33 

47 

80 

— Teaching  Staff 

8 

4 

12 

— Domestic  Staff 

1 

6 

7 

Contacts  . 

2 

1 

3 

221  245  466 


No.  of  Stansted  residents— 329 

No.  of  persons  examined  for  1st  time — 376 


SECTION  B.— GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  DISTRICT 

Laboratory  Service — Bacteriological  Service.  The  District  is  served 
by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory,  Tennis  Court  Road,  Cambridge. 

Ambulance  Facilities — A  day  and  night  ambulance  service  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  Essex  County  Council.  The  Ambulance  Station  is  at  Saffron 
Walden  and  is  on  the  telephone,  but  as  the  driver  and  attendant  may  be 
away  from  the  station  answering  a  call,  persons  requiring  an  ambulance 
in  an  emergency  are  advised  to  dial  ‘999’  and  ask  for  an  ambulance. 
Where  there  is  no  dialling  system  it  is  sufficient  to  lift  the  receiver  and 
ask  for  an  ambulance. 

Non-emergency  calls  are  only  accepted  from  a  hospital,  a  doctor,  or 
nurse,  or  other  competent  person,  such  as  a  duly  authorised  officer  in 
the  Mental  Health  Service. 


SERVICES  PROVIDED  BY  THE  ESSEX  COUNTY  COUNCIL 

Home  Nursing  and  Domiciliary  Midwifery:  These  services  are  carried 
out  by  the  Home  Nurse/Midwives  resident  in  the  area. 

Home  Help  Service:  Application  for  domestic  help  should  be  made 
to  the  Area  Medical  Officer,  Mid-Essex  Area  Health  Office,  75  Spring- 
field  Road,  Chelmford. 
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Care  of  Expectant  Mothers:  An  Ante-Natal  Clinic  is  held  at  2  p.m. 
on  the  1st  Tuesday  of  the  month  at  69,  High  Street,  Saffron  Walden. 
Relaxation  classes  are  held  every  Monday  afternoon. 

A  Women's  Welfare  Clinic  is  conducted  in  conjunction  with  the 
Ante-Natal  Clinic.  This  is  not  a  Family  Planning  Clinic  and  advice  and 
treatment  are  only  given  in  those  cases  where  pregnancy  would  be  defi¬ 
nitely  detrimental  to  health. 

Care  of  Children  up  to  School  Age:  Child  Welfare  Sessions  are  held 
at  Newport,  Great  Sampford,  Ashdon  and  Stansted  as  well  as  at  Saffron 
Walden.  Children  are  immunised  against  diphtheria,  whooping  cough 
and  poliomyelitis  with  the  consent  of  the  parents^ 

Dental  Service:  Treatment  is  given  at/  69  High  Street,  Saffron 
Walden,  and  inspections  an4-+reatmerrt  carried  out  in  the  Schools. 

Hospitals:  The  hospitals  are  managed  by  the  Regional  Hospital 
Boards  and  provide  medical,  surgical  and  special  treatment.  The  hos¬ 
pitals  which  serve  the  population  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
are  those  in  Saffron  Walden,  Cambridge  and  Bishop’s  Stortford.  Cases 
of  infectious  disease  requiring  hospital  care  are  admitted  to  Brookfields 
Hospital,  Cambridge. 

Chest  Clinics  are  available  for  the  population  of  Saffron  Walden 
Rural  District.  There  is  one  at  Saffron  Walden  General  Hospital,  one  at 
Castle  Hill,  Cambridge,  and  one  at  the  Herts  &  Essex  Hospital,  Bishop’s 
Stortford. 

Treatment  of  Venereal  Diseases  is  provided  at  the  Clinics  at  Adden- 
brooke’s  Hospital,  Cambridge,  and  at  the  Herts  &  Essex  Hospital, 
Bishop’s  Stortford. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948  (Section  47) 
NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  (Amendment)  ACT,  1951 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  action  under  these  acts  in  1959. 


SECTION  C.— SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 

HOUSING 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  present  emphasis  on  housing  is  related 
to  the  provision  of  bungalow  accommodation  for  elderly  people.  This 
is  particularly  appropriate  and  helpful  in  view  of  the  great  difficulty  in 
finding  suitable  accommodation  for  the  aged  in  homes  and  hospitals  and 
the  desirability  of  these  folk  spending  their  years  of  retirement  in  dom¬ 
estic  surroundings. 
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WATER 


I  am  indebted  to  the  Council’s  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr  J.  S.  Y. 
Molineux)  who  is  responsible  for  the  maintenance  of  main  water  supplies, 
for  the  following  report: — 

Water  Supply: 

The  quality  and  quantity  of  water  available  continued  to  be  satis¬ 
factory,  although  complaints  are  received  regarding  lack  of  pressure  in 
parts  of  Farnham  and  Manuden,  and  Upper  Green,  Langley.  The  quan¬ 
tity  of  water  pumped  for  the  year  amounted  to  290  million  gallons,  an 
increase  of  35  millions  gallons  over  the  previous  year,  and  13  million 
gallons  over  1957 

Instructions  have  now  been  given  for  work  to  proceed  on  the  new 
Water  Tower  at  Berden  and  the  necessary  connecting  mains  with  Stan- 
sted.  It  is  hoped  that  work  will  start  on  both  these  projects  during  the 
next  twelve  months. 

The  scheme  has  also  been  approved  for  converting  the  Newport 
Pumping  Station  to  automatic  electric  operation,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
this  will  be  converted  in  time  for  the  Summer. 

Sewerage: 

Slow  progress  is  being  made  with  regard  to  the  various  village 
schemes,  and  it  is  expected  that  the  sewerage  of  Manuden  village  will 
start  within  the  next  two  months,  and  also  the  construction  of  the  new 
works  at  Quendon  and  Rickling. 

The  above  comments  are,  of  course,  taken  as  the  situation  was  in 
December  1959. 
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rYPICAL  RESULTS  OF  CHEMICAL  ANALYSES  OF  PUBLIC  WATER  SUPPLIES 

(in  parts  per  million) 
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Bacteriological  Examinations:  All  supplies  were  sampled  regularly  for  bacteriological  examination  and  where 
reports  proved  unsatisfactory  immediate  action  was  taken. 


REPORT  OF  THE  CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Saffron  Walden  Rural  District 
Council. 

Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  fourteenth  Annual  Report  giving 
particulars  of  the  duties  carried  out  during  1959. 

It  will  be  seen  how  varied  are  the  duties  of  the  Department  the 
satisfactory  performance  of  which  assists  in  promoting  public  health.  It 
is  inevitable  that  at  times,  certain  functions  make  major  demands  on  the 
time  of  the  officers  concerned  and,  in  this  respect,  housing  and  meat 
inspection  command  the  largest  share  of  attention. 

However,  it  is  certain  that  the  housing  aspect  of  our  villages  pre¬ 
sents  a  more  pleasing  picture  than  that  appertaining  before  “Operation 
Rescue”  was  promoted  by  Parliament.  Figures  showing  progress  in  deal¬ 
ing  with  sub-standard  properties  give  some  cause  for  satisfaction  and 
to  these  should  be  added  the  results  of  work  carried  out  by  owners  with 
the  aid  of  Improvement  Grants.  The  new  Standard  Grants  will  undoubt¬ 
edly  prove  attractive  to  landlords  and  owner/occupiers  who  feel  unable 
to  commit  themselves  to  the  heavier  expenditure  often  incurred  with 
Discretionary  Grants.  Both  types  of  Grant,  however,  prove  effective  in 
rescuing  many  properties  from  future  “Slum  Clearance”  and  prolonging 
the  useful  life  of  others;  moreover  they  assist  landlords  to  provide  tenants 
with  modern  sanitary  amenities  at  reasonable  rents. 

Although  a  smaller  number  of  Council  dwellings  was  actually  com¬ 
pleted  during  the  year,  the  First  Phase  programme  is  well  in  hand  and 
it  is  hoped  that,  when  the  bungalows  and  Duplex  houses  are  completed, 
older  tenants  of  under-occupied  Council  houses  will  co-operate  by  accept¬ 
ing  the  offer  of  these  dwellings,  thus  releasing  the  larger  houses  for 
younger  families. 

Much  of  the  preliminary  work  in  connection  with  the  first  5  year 
plan  for  main  drainage  has  been  completed  by  the  responsible  Committee 
and  villages  ranking  in  this  priority  group  can  look  forward  to  the 
commencement  of  these  schemes  in  the  near  future. 

The  continued  support  received  from  the  Chairman,  Vice-Chairman 
and  all  Councillors  is  fully  appreciated  as  is  the  co-operation  extended 
by  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Council.  Mr  G.  Hawthorn  and  other  mem¬ 
bers  of  my  staff  deserve  my  sincere  thanks  for  their  loyalty  and  assistance; 
I  would  like  to  add  a  special  expression  of  gratitude  to  Miss  B.  Bishop 
who  so  ably  acted  as  secretary  until  her  resignation  during  the  year. 

1  am,  Mr  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  ARMES. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 


CHIEF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR  S  REPORT 
FOR  THE  YEAR  1959 

During  the  year  4,231  visits  and  inspections  were  carried  out  and 
these  are  classified  below.  The  various  sections  of  the  work  are  comment¬ 
ed  on  in  the  pages  which  follow. 

Housing: 

Inspections  in  connection  with  Slum  Clearance,  Repairs,  over¬ 
crowding,  Improvement  Grants,  etc .  714 

Inspections  regarding  Rent  Act  1957  .  14 

Dwelling  houses  inspected  in  detail  in  connection  with  Slum  Clear¬ 
ance,  Improvement  Grants,  Rent  Act,  etc .  216 

Investigations  and  re-inspections  regarding  Council  house  appli¬ 
cations  .  747 

Inspections  of  Council  houses  regarding  transfers,  cleanliness, 

management,  lodgers,  etc .  730 

Public  Health: 

Inspections  and  revisits  regarding  Public  Health  Nuisances .  66 

Inspections  regarding  proposed  new  drainage  .  249 

Inspections  and  revisits  regarding  defective  drainage  and  proposed 

sewerage  schemes  .  245 

Inspections  and  revisits  in  connection  with  Moveable  Dwellings  ...  65 

Visits  regarding  Infectious  Diseases  .  64 

Visits  in  connection  with  Refuse  and  Night  Soil  Collection .  243 

Inspections  regarding  Water  Supplies  (other  than  main  supplies)  9 
Number  of  Water  Samples  collected  from  main  supplies .  254 

Food  Premises  and  Food  Inspection: 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  regarding  Meat  Inspection  .  181 

Inspections  of  Food  Shops,  Restaurants,  Canteens,  Licensed 

Premises,  etc .  62 

Visits  to  Ice  Cream  Premises  .  196 

Inspections  of  Dairy  Premises  .  25 

General: 

Inspections  of  Factories,  Outworkers’  Premises,  etc .  20 

Visits  in  connection  with  Rodent  Control  (not  including  Operator’s 

Visits)  .  32 

Miscellaneous  Visits  .  99 

HOUSING 

(a)  Housing  Programme: 

It  will  be  recalled  that,  in  the  Report  for  1958,  mention  was  made 
of  the  Joint  Sub-Committee  appointed  by  the  Council  to  Review  Housing 
Needs,  and  the  First  Report  of  this  Committee  was  commented  upon. 

During  1959  the  Housing  Progress  Sub-Committee  proceeded  to 
implement  the  programme  contained  in  the  First  Report  and  by  the  end 
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of  1959  there  were  45  bungalows  or  Duplex  flats  and  8  houses  under 
construction  or  approved. 

At  the  end  of  1959,  therefore,  the  Joint  Committee  turned  its  atten¬ 
tion  to  a  Second  Phase  Programme  and,  to  assist  in  this,  the  department 
produced  statistics  indicating  estimated  housing  requirements.  A  sum¬ 


mary  of  these  figures  is  given  below: — 

Total  number  of  housing  applicants  .  343 

Priority  Cases: 

Overcrowded  or  with  “bedroom  deficiency”  .  6 

Applicants  (with  children)  sharing  homes  .  26 

Applicants  (without  children)  sharing  homes  .  13 

Applicants  living  in  sub-standard  houses  .  27 

Miscellaneous  (Court  Order  to  Quit  etc.)  .  3 


Total  number  of  priority  cases  .  75 

Number  of  under-occupied  three  bedroom  type  Council 
houses  (occupants  suitable  for  bungalow  accommodation)  100 

Number  of  Existing  Council  dwellings: 

Three-bedroom  type  houses  .  697 

Two-bedroom  type  houses  .  132 

Bungalows  .  131 


Total  .  960 


Bearing  in  mind  the  programme  already  in  hand  and  the  possibility 
of  transfers  from  under-occupied  houses,  the  Joint  Sub-Committee  pro¬ 
posed  a  Second  Phase  programme  comprising  21  bungalows  and  4 
houses. 

Among  other  matters  included  in  the  Recommendations  were  the 
future  replacement  of  the  aluminium  prefabricated  bungalows  and  the 
provision  of  sanitary  amenities  in  pre-war  Council  houses  with  the  aid 
of  Standard  Grants. 

At  the  31st  December,  1959,  the  position  regarding  construction  of 


new  houses  was  as  follows: 

Number  of  Council  dwellings  completed  during  1959 .  6 

Number  of  Council  dwellings  under  construction  31.12.59  ...  14 

Number  of  private  houses  erected  during  1959  .  66 

Number  of  private  houses  under  construction  at  31.12.59  ...  58 


(b)  Selection  of  Tenants: 

During  the  year  under  review  6  new  dwellings  were  let  and  35 
existing  Council  houses  falling  vacant  were  re-let;  each  tenant  was  select- 
by  the  Tenancy  Committee  who  are  given  up-to-date  information  regard¬ 
ing  the  housing  circumstances  of  each  applicant.  The  following  table 
indicates  the  grounds  on  which  tenants  where  chosen: — 
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Bedroom  deficiency  .  4 

Sharing  homes  .  14 

Bad  Housing  conditions  (disrepair,  etc.)  .  14 

On  medical  grounds  .  2 

Eviction  Orders  or  Formal  Notices  to  Quit  .  3 

Families  separated  owing  to  change  of  employment  .  4 


14  existing  tenants  were  transferred,  at  their  own  request,  to  more 
suitable  dwellings  (including  3  elderly  tenants  moved  from  under-occu¬ 
pied  houses  to  bungalows).  3  exchanges  between  tenants  were  arranged 
and  3  exchanges  between  Council  tenants  and  those  of  other  local 
authorities. 

143  names  were  withdrawn  from  the  list  of  housing  applicants  for 


the  following  reasons: — 

Purchased  own  houses  .  18 

Removed  from  District  .  33 

Found  other  accommodation  .  33 

Deceased  .  4 

Refused  tenancy  .  1 

Allocated  houses  by  other  local  authorities  .  5 

Failed  to  reply  to  Circular  regarding  continuance  of 

application  .  40 

Miscellaneous  reasons  .  9 

114  new  applicants  were  received  during  the  year  and,  after  investi¬ 
gation,  these  were  categorised  as  follows: — 

Requiring  better  amenities  .  17 

Sharing  homes  .  23 

To  reside  nearer  employment  .  11 

Occupying  “tied”  houses  .  24 

Under  “Notice  to  Quit”  .  14 

Medical  reasons  .  3 

Bad  housing  .  8 

Bedroom  deficiency  .  3 

Awaiting  marriage  .  7 

Occupying  temporary  accommodation  .  4 

16  tenants  applied  for  transfer  to  other  council  accommodation. 


(c)  Council  House  Management: 

74  tenants  have  received  permission  to  house  lodgers,  the  additional 
weekly  charge  of  5/-  being  paid  where  appropriate. 

7  tenants  were  warned  regarding  cleanliness  etc.  543  houses  were 
visited  in  connection  with  a  survey  to  ascertain  whether  houses  were 
seriously  under-occupied  or  overcrowded. 

(d)  Overcrowding: 

The  following  table  indicates  the  position  regarding  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  and  “borderline”  cases: 
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SUMMARY  OF  OVERCROWDING  AND  ABATEMENT 


“Borderline” 

(Permitted  No. 

=Number  of 

persons) 

Houses  where  No.  of  “persons” 
exceeded  the  permitted  number  by: — 

Totals 

Borderline 

Overcrowded 

I  person 

1  person 

2j  persons 

3  persons 

31  persons 

4  persons 

4j  persons 

5  persons 

Cases  on  Register 
at  31.12.58 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Ascertained  during 
1959 

2 

2 

2 

2 

Cases  abated 
during  1959  by 
removal  to 

Council  Houses 

— 

1 

— 

i 

Cases  otherwise 
abated  during 

1959 

— 

2 

— 

Number  of  cases 
on  Register  at 
31.12.59 

3 

1 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

s 

(e)  Action  taken  under  the  Housing  Act,  1957: 

Action  taken  in  accordance  with  the  recommendations  of  the  Hous¬ 
ing  Sub-Standard  Properties  Committee  during  1959,  was  as  follows: — 


Number  of  houses  inspected  for  housing  defects  .  60 

Number  of  Informal  Repair  Notices  served  .  31 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  .  14 

Number  of  Statutory  Repair  Notices  served  (Section  9)  . 

Number  of  houses  rendered  fit  by  owners  after  service  of 

Statutory  Notices  .  1 

Number  of  Demolition  or  Closing  Orders  made  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demolition 

Orders  .  1 

Number  of  Demolition  Orders  revoked  . 

Number  of  houses  demolished  in  consequence  of  Clearance 

Orders  . 

Houses  in  existing  Clearance  Areas  regarded  as  demolished 
and  reconstructed  .  2 
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Number  of  houses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  follow¬ 
ing  informal  action  or  acceptance  of  Undertakings  .  3 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  from  owners  (Section  16, 

Housing  Act,  1957)  .  21 

Number  of  dwellings  rendered  lit  after  acceptance  of  Under¬ 
takings  .  3 


(Note: — The  above  figures  do  not  include  properties  surveyed  or 
improved  in  connection  with  Improved  Grants — see  paragraph  g.) 

It  has  not  been  found  possible  to  make  much  progress  with  the 
survey  of  the  district  to  ascertain  unfit  properties  in  each  parish. 

(f)  Housing  Acts — “Slum  Clearance”  Programme: 

The  overall  progress  made,  up  to  31st  December  1959,  to  complete 
the  ten  year  programme  submitted  to  the  Minister  in  1955  is  indicated 


below: — 

(i)  Houses  included  in  Demolition  Orders  &  Closing  Orders  ...  31 

(ii)  Undertaking  accepted  from  owners  (Section  16,)  .  99 

(iii)  Houses  voluntarily  demolished  by  owners  following  action 

under  the  Housing  Acts  .  10 

(iv)  Houses  in  existing  Clearance  Areas  demolished  .  4 

(v)  Houses  in  existing  Clearance  Areas  regarded  as  demolished 

and  reconstructed  .  22 

Total  number  of  properties  dealt  with  up  to  31st  December,  - 

1959  166 


Total  number  of  properties  included  in  the  proposals  sub¬ 
mitted  in  1955  .  297 

(g)  Improvement  Grants: 


Property  owners  continue  to  show  a  steady  interest  in  obtaining 
grants  in  accordance  with  the  Housing  (Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958. 
In  August  1959,  the  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act  1959  came  into 
operation  and  made  available  Standard  Grants  for  the  provision  of  five 
stipulated  amenities. 

156  properties  were  inspected  in  detail  following  enquiries  by 
owners,  and  schedules  of  work  required  were  issued  together  with  advice 
as  to  which  type  of  Grant  (Discretionary  or  Standard)  was  recommended 
as  applicable. 

The  Council’s  policy  of  approving  the  maximum  grant  in  each  case 
was  continued,  the  grants  being  based  on  “approved  expenditure”  as 
calculated  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  (Mr  J.  S.  Y.  Molineux). 

The  following  figures  indicate  the  progress  made  during  the  year 


1959: — 

Number  of  Discretionary  Grants  approved  by  the  Coun¬ 
cil  during  1959  .  47 

Total  “Approved  Expenses”  incurred  by  owners  in  ap¬ 
proved  schemes  .  £35,742 

Total  sum  of  Grants  approved  during  1959  .  £14,587 

Number  of  schemes  completed  during  1959  .  38 
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The  total  progress  made  in  this  scheme  from  the  date  of  its  com¬ 
mencement  in  1950  up  to  31st  December  1959,  was  as  follows:— 


Number  of  applications  received  for  Grants  .  286 

*Number  of  Grants  approved  .  274 

Total  “Approved  Expenses”  incurred  by  owners  in  ap¬ 
proved  schemes  .  £172,641 

Total  sum  of  Grants  approved  .  £75,720 

Number  of  schemes  completed  .  214 

Total  sum  of  Grants  paid  .  £56,819 


*  90  properties  owncr/occupied  and  184  properties  occupied  by  ten¬ 
ants. 

Progress  made  in  respect  of  Standard  Grants  up  to  31st  December 


1959,  was  as  follows: — 

Number  of  applications  received  .  19 

Number  of  Grants  approved  .  19 

Maximum  amount  included  in  Grants  approved  .  £2,585 


(h)  Rent  Act,  1957: 

The  following  particulars  indicate  action  taken  since  this  Act  came 
into  operation  (figures  for  1959  are  indicated  in  brackets): — 


Number  of  applications  for  certificates  .  11  (1) 

Number  of  decisions  not  to  issue  certificates  .  2  (-) 

Number  of  decisions  to  issue  certificates: — 

(a)  in  respect  of  some  but  not  all  defects  .  7  (1) 

(b)  in  respect  of  all  defects  .  2  (-) 

Number  of  undertakings  given  by  landlords  .  4  (1) 

Number  of  undertakings  refused  by  the  Council  .  —  (-) 

Number  of  certificates  issued  .  5  (-) 

Applications  by  landlords  for  cancellation  of  certificates.  2  (1) 

Objections  by  tenants  to  cancellation  of  certificates  .  1  (1) 

Decisions  by  Council  to  cancel  in  spite  of  objections  ...  —  (-) 

Certificates  cancelled  by  Council  .  1  (-) 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

All  applications  for  Development  Permission  to  use  land  for  move- 
able  dwellings  under  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Acts  are  invest¬ 
igated  so  that  conditions  to  be  imposed  in  connection  with  the  issue  of 
licences  under  the  Public  Health  Act  can  be  ascertained. 

Practically  all  such  applications  were  in  respect  of  modern  trailer 
caravans  to  be  used  as  temporary  housing  accommodation  for  mobile 
workers,  agricultural  workers,  or  by  those  proposing  to  erect  permanent 
dwellings  on  the  site. 

There  are  now  sixteen  licences  in  force  in  respect  of  moveable 
dwellings,  and  two  licences  applicable  to  sites  permitting  stationing  of 
tents,  vans  and  sheds  thereon  during  the  summer  months  only. 
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WATER  SUPPLIES 


The  following  table  gives  the  summary  on  samples  of  water  sub¬ 
mitted  for  bacteriological  investigation.  Samples  are  collected,  at  approx¬ 
imately  fortnightly  intervals,  from  headworks  and  along  the  lines  of 
supply. 


Supply 

No.  of  samples 
submitted  for 
Bacteriological 
Examination 

Number 

complying 

with 

standard 

Number 
found  not 
to  comply 
with 
standard 

Rochfords,  Birchanger — (5  cotts.) 

34 

17 

17 

Stansted  Water  Co. 

40 

37 

3 

Southern  Area  (Henham  Works) 

51 

44 

7 

Central  Area  (Newport  Works) 

29 

28 

1 

Western  Area  (Wenden  Works) 

39 

39 

— 

Eastern  Area  (Hempstead  Works) 

41 

41 

— 

Hadstock  (South  Cambs.  R.D.C.) 

13 

13 

— 

Totals 

247 

219 

28 

The  bacterial  counts  of  those  samples  not  complying  with  the 
standard  were  small  and,  in  every  such  case,  re-sampling  is  carried  out. 
All  the  public  supplies  are  chlorinated.  Full  chemical  examinations  of 
samples  from  all  supplies  were  carried  out  during  the  year  and  the 
analyst’s  reports  were  satisfactory  in  every  case. 

3  private  supplies  were  sampled  during  the  year;  only  one  of  these 
proved  unsatisfactory,  and  is  now  disused. 


SEWERAGE  AND  DRAINAGE 

During  the  year  the  Water  Extensions  and  Sewerage  Committee 
devoted  much  time  to  furthering  the  progress  of  sewerage  schemes  for 
various  villages.  In  February  a  five  year  programme  was  adopted  by  the 
Council  which  included  the  sewering  of  Ashdon,  Birchanger  (western 
half),  Manuden  and  Great  Chesterford  and  new  disposal  works  for 
Quendon  and  Rickling  and  Stansted  at  a  total  estimated  cost  of 
£180,500. 

Later  in  the  year  the  Council  asked  the  appropriate  officers  to 
prepare  a  list  of  parishes  needing  sewerage  schemes  and  their  order  of 
priority  so  that  the  second  phase  could  be  proceeded  with. 

The  Consulting  Engineer’s  scheme  for  Ashdon  (estimated  cost 
£40,000)  was  submitted  to  the  Ministry  and  in  November  an  Inspector 
conducted  an  Enquiry  into  this. 
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In  November  the  Ministry’s  acceptance  of  the  tender  from  Messrs. 
Brooks  and  Johnsons  Ltd.,  for  Manuden  in  the  sum  of  £44,204,  was 
accepted  and  this  scheme  is  now  in  progress. 

The  tender  of  Messrs.  J.  A.  Elliott  Ltd.,  in  the  sum  of  £13,650  for 
Quendon  and  Rickling  was  also  approved  by  the  Ministry  and  this 
work  is  now  in  hand. 

The  Engineer  and  Surveyor  presented  the  scheme  prepared  by  him 
for  sewering  the  western  half  of  Birchanger  (estimated  cost  £4,200)  and 
this  was  adopted  and  submitted  to  the  Ministry. 

A  similar  scheme  prepared  by  Mr  Molineux,  for  Stoney  Common, 
Birchanger  was  considered,  but  it  was  decided  to  postpone  this  matter 
until  the  new  disposal  works  at  Stansted  are  completed. 

In  view  of  the  report  of  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  regarding  over¬ 
loading  at  the  Newport  sewerage  works  it  was  decided  to  ask  the  Con¬ 
sulting  Engineer  for  a  report  as  to  remedial  works  required. 

Following  a  report  on  an  open  sewer  ditch  at  Debden,  it  was  agreed 
to  pipe  50  yards  of  the  ditch  to  alleviate  the  conditions  caused.  It  was 
also  agreed  to  provide  a  small  disposal  works  to  deal  with  the  old  Coun¬ 
cil  houses  and  proposed  bungalows  at  Elmdon. 

Inspections  were  made  of  the  sites  concerned  in  connection  with 
proposed  drainage  shown  on  234  plans  submitted  for  Building  Byelaw 
approval  and  recommendations  passed  to  the  Plans  Committee. 

Where  main  drainage  is  not  available  septic  tanks  are  installed  in 
accordance  with  the  standard  design  prepared  by  the  Engineer  and  Sur¬ 
veyor  and  very  few  complaints  arose  from  the  operation  of  these  small 
systems.  Private  contractors  engaged  by  householders  for  periodical 
emptying  of  the  tanks  appear  to  give  satisfactory  service. 

41  Informal  Notices  and  one  Statutory  Notice  were  issued  in  respect 
of  defective  drainage  and  36  notices  had  been  complied  with  by  the  end 
of  the  year. 


PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  private  contractor  employed  by  the  Council  continued  to  give 
satisfactory  service  in  carrying  out  fortnightly  refuse  collection  in  all 
parishes  and  weekly  collection  from  the  flats  and  maisonettes  at  Stansted. 

The  dry  summer  weather  undoubtedly  contributed  to  a  number  of 
outbreaks  of  fire  at  the  four  refuse  disposal  tips,  but  by  the  regular  use  of 
mechanical  shovelling  equipment  and  the  provision  of  covering  material 
a  big  improvement  has  been  made. 

Another  large  private  pit,  regularly  used  by  householders  for  garden 
and  house  refuse  disposal,  has  also  been  partly  filled  and  bulldozed 
thus  abating  a  long  standing  nuisance. 
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50  litter  baskets  were  provided  by  the  Council  and  these  are  emptied 
regularly  during  normal  refuse  collection  in  the  parishes.  The  special 
collection  service  for  large  articles  of  refuse  continued  during  the  year 
and  52  loads  of  material  were  collected  from  householders  at  a  cost  of 
£101.  Both  the  above  factors  and  a  poster  campaign  undoubtedly  played 
a  large  part  in  ensuring  that  the  Litter  Act  of  1958  was  complied  with. 

The  salvage  of  waste  paper,  rags  and  metals  continued  and  baled 
paper  is  sold  under  contract  to  Thames  Board  Mills  Ltd.  Refuse  collect¬ 
ors  and  Council  tip  employees  are  paid  a  bonus  based  upon  the  amount 
of  paper  collected  and  the  income  received  by  the  Council  from  salvaged 
materials  is  given  below  (previous  years  figures  given  for  comparison): — 


1959 

T.  C.  Q. 
123  16  0 


1958 

T.  C.  Q. 
102  16  1 
1  0  2 
7  0 


Waste  Paper 

Rags 

Metals 


16  2 
5  3 


Total  Income  ...  ...  £964  11s.  lid.  £835  6s.  3d. 

Weekly  emptying  of  pail  closets  is  carried  out  by  a  private  contractor, 
employed  by  the  Council,  in  the  villages  of  Great  Chesterford  and 
Littlebury  and  in  the  unsewered  portion  of  Newport.  The  contract  was 
renewed  during  the  year. 

In  other  villages  the  private  collection  scheme  continued  whereby 
occupiers  pay  the  contractor  direct,  but  only  200  householders  make  use 
of  this  service. 


RODENT  CONTROL 


The  Council’s  part-time  rodent  operator  carries  out  rat  and  mice 
destruction  at  private  dwellings  and  business  premises.  Occupiers  of 
the  latter  pay  the  full  cost  of  treatment,  but  charges  to  householders  are 
based  on  rateable  value. 

Pest  destruction  on  agricultural  premises  is  carried  out  by  private 
contractors  employed  by  farmers  and  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  en¬ 
forcement  action  during  the  year. 

Work  carried  out  by  the  rodent  operator  during  the  nine  months 
ending  on  31st  December  1959,  was  as  follows: — 


Type  of  Property 

Local  Authority 
(Refuse  Tips,  etc.) 

Dwelling  Houses 

Agricultural 

All  other  including 

Business  Premises 

Total 

Total  number  of  inspections  (including  re¬ 
inspections  ...  ...  . 

20 

71 

2 

11 

104 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  rats: — 

(a)  Major  infestations  ... 

1 

1 

(b)  Minor  infestations . 

11 

41 

— 

10 

62 

Number  of  properties  found  to  be  infested 
with  mice: — 

(a)  Major  infestations  ...  . 

(b)  Minor  infestations  ...  . 

— 

4 

— 

1 

5 

Total  number  of  properties  treated  by  the 
Council’s  Operator . 

12 

45 

_ 

1 1 

68 

All  the  Council’s  refuse  tips  were  treated  at  regular  intervals. 

The  Sewers  at  Newport  and  Stansted  were  test-baited  but  treat¬ 
ment  was  only  found  necessary  in  several  lengths  of  sewer  at  Stansted. 


FACTORIES  ACTS 


Details  of  factories  registered  and  inspections  made  are  given  in 
the  following  table.  It  was  not  found  necessary  to  take  any  action  regard¬ 
ing  matters  for  which  the  Council  are  responsible. 

One  inspection  was  made  in  respect  of  adequate  means  of  escape 
in  case  of  fire  and  a  schedule  of  requirements  forwarded  to  the  occupier. 

4  outworkers  were  included  in  lists  received  under  Section  110 
(Making  wearing  apparel  2;  Paper  hat  making  2). 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

1 

Written 

Notices 

Occupien 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2, 

3,  4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities  . 

3 

3 

— 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  . 

44 

12 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Section 

7  is  enforced  by  the  Local  Auth¬ 
ority  (excluding  out-workers  pre¬ 
mises)  . 

10 

2 

Total 

57 

15 

— 

— 

INSPECTION  OF  FOOD  AND  FOOD  PREMISES 
(a)  Meat  Inspection: 

Regular  slaughtering  took  place  at  the  licensed  slaughterhouse  and 
almost  daily  visits  were  necessary  in  order  to  maintain  100  per  cent  meat 
inspection. 

The  number  of  animals  inspected  post-mortem  totalled  1903  and  the 
amount  of  carcase  meat  and  offal  condemned  as  unfit  was  1581  lbs. 
This  unfit  meat  was  stained  before  leaving  the  slaughterhouse  and  is 
collected  by  a  reputable  firm  for  processing  and  manufacture  into  fer¬ 
tilisers  etc. 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle  Sheep 

excluding  Cows  Calves  &  Pigs  Horses 

Cows  Lambs 


1 

Number  killed  (if  known)  . 

1 40 

- 

2 

1,092 

660 

— 

Number  inspected  ...  . 

149 

— 

2 

1,092 

660 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci : — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

4 

1 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

70 

— 

— 

15 

24 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

46.97 

— 

— 

1.74 

3.78 

— 

Tuberculosis  only: — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

25 

— 

Percentage  of  the  number  affected 
with  tuberculosis  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3.78 

Cysticercosis  ...  ...  . 

— 

— 

.  - 

— 

— 

— 

The  Minister  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  informed  the 
Council,  early  in  the  year,  that  he  had  allowed  the  appeal  by  the  owners 
concerning  planning  permission  for  the  slaughterhouse  at  Great  Chester- 
ford. 

By  the  end  of  the  year  work  was  nearing  completion  on  the  recon¬ 
struction  of  the  slaughterhouse  so  as  to  comply  with  the  Slaughterhouses 
(Hygiene)  Regulations  1958  and  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  (Prevention 
of  Cruelty)  Regulations,  1958. 

(b)  Milk  and  Dairies: 

All  Registered  Dairy  Premises  are  inspected  at  frequent  intervals 
and  samples  of  milk  collected  from  dairies  or  delivery  vehicles. 

Particulars  of  premises  registered,  licences  issued  and  sample  results 


are  as  follows: — 

Number  of  Registered  Dairy  Premises  .  10 

Number  of  Registered  Distributors  of  Milk  .  10 
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Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  10 

Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Pasteurised  Milk  .  10 

Dealers  Licences  issued  for  Sterilised  Milk  .  6 

^Supplementary  Licences — Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  .  6 

Supplementary  Licences — Pasteurised  Milk  .  6 

Supplementary  Licences — Sterilised  Milk  .  3 

^Supplementary  Licences  are  issued  in  respect  of  sale  of  milk  from 
premises  situated  outside  the  District.) 

Samples  Number 

Designation  taken  satisfactory 

Tuberculin  Tested  (Pasteurised)  .  18  18 

Pasteurised  .  ...  ...  20  20 

Sterilised  .  ...  .  1  1 


Sampling  for  biological  examination  (for  tubercle  bacilli  and  bru¬ 
cella  abortus)  is  carried  out  by  the  Essex  County  Council.  No  positive 
results  were  notitied  and  no  action  was  taken,  therefore,  under  Section 
20  of  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations. 

(c)  Ice  Cream: 

Practically  all  ice-cream  sold  in  the  area  is  pre-wrapped  by  the 
manufacturers. 

167  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Cambridge  laboratory  for  bac¬ 
teriological  examination  from  the  70  vendors  registered  under  the  Essex 
County  Council  Act  and  results  are  indicated  below: — 


Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  I  .  144 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  II  .  18 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  III  .  4 

Samples  in  Provisional  Grade  IV  .  1 


Premises  concerned  with  the  samples  classified  in  the  two  lowest 
grades  were  revisited  and  advice  given;  follow  up  samples  were  placed 
in  Grade  I. 

(d)  Other  Foods: 

No  statutory  seizures  of  unfit  food  were  made;  wholesalers  and 
retailers  co-operate  with  the  department  by  reporting  food  suspected  as 
unsound,  and  the  following  were  surrendered  as  unfit  for  human  con¬ 


sumption: — 

Dehydrated  Vegetables  .  69  lbs. 

Cooking  Fat  .  4  lbs. 

Tinned  Ham  .  351  lbs. 

Other  tinned  foods  .  229  lbs. 


(e)  Food  Premises,  Cafes,  Restaurants,  etc: — 

The  201  food  premises  in  the  district  were  visited  as  often  as  poss¬ 
ible  and  opportunity  was  taken  to  remind  food  handlers  and  traders  of 
their  obligations  under  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  and  Clean  Food 
Byelaws. 
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The  various  types  of  food  premises  are  shown  below: — 


Butchers’  Shops  .  8 

General  Stores  (grocery  and  provisions)  .  66 

Bakehouses  .  5 

Bakers’  and  Confectioners’  Shops  .  4 

Sweet  Shops  .  5 

Greengrocers  .  2 

Fishmongers  .  1 

Poultry  Dressing  Depots  .  1 

Bacon  Curing  Establishments  .  1 

Wholesale  Provision  Merchants  .  1 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  .  9 

Canteens  .  5 

Licensed  Premises  .  72 

School  Kitchens  and  Central  Cooking  Depots  .  4 

Schools  serving  meals  .  17 


Seven  of  the  above  are  registered  under  Section  16  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1955,  for  the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or 
potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved  food. 

It  was  not  necessary  to  take  any  formal  action  under  the  Regu¬ 
lations,  but  a  number  of  improvements  were  carried  out  following  in¬ 
formal  representations  to  proprietors.  New  hand-washing  facilities  were 
provided  at  3  food  shops,  additional  sanitary  accommodation  installed  in 
2  cases  and  modern  sanitary  accommodation  was  provided  at  3  licensed 
premises.  A  warning  regarding  the  condition  of  a  vehicle  conveying 
dressed  poultry  resulted  in  considerable  improvement. 

It  was  not  possible  to  organize  any  Clean  Food  Campaigns  during 
the  year,  but  posters  were  issued  and  one  lecture  given  to  students  at  a 
Teachers  Training  College.  If  time  permitted  there  is  little  doubt  that 
suitable  talks  and  demonstrations  to  school  children,  particularly  those 
about  to  leave  school,  would  be  helpful  in  impressing  upon  the  young 
mind  the  importance  of  careful  food  handling  especially  when  faulty 
technique  can  affect  large  numbers  of  consumers.  In  the  meantime,  I 
would  recommend  to  the  public  the  slogan  adopted  in  the  United  States 
of  America — “Protect  Yourself,  Yourself”  by  refusing  to  accept  food  pro¬ 
ducts  and  meals  which  are  unhygienically  handled  or  served. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Investigations  were  carried  out  in  respect  of  9  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever, 
4  Infective  Hepatitis,  5  Erysipelas,  4  Salmonella  Typhi-Murium  and  one 
case  of  suspected  Poliomyelitis.  A  full  investigation  into  a  family  out¬ 
break  of  suspected  food  poisoning  failed  to  reveal  the  source  of  infect¬ 
ion. 

18  contacts  of  infectious  disease  cases  were  visited  and  23  specimens 
submitted  to  the  laboratory  for  examination.  Terminal  disinfection  was 
carried  out  in  14  cases  and  steam  disinfection  of  bedding  arranged  after 
removal  to  hospital  of  3  cases  of  tuberculosis. 
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Disinfection  of  the  reception  buildings  at  Stansted  Airport  was  car¬ 
ried  out  after  arrival  of  passengers  from  a  smallpox  infected  area. 

GENERAL  MATTERS 

Miscellaneous  items  dealt  with  informally  under  the  Public  Health 
Act  included  the  following: — 

Nuisances  from  accumulations  of  refuse  .  6 


Nuisances  from  polluted  ditches  .  3 

Nuisances  from  pig  keeping  .  1 

Nuisances  from  manure  deposits  .  2 


Disinfection  of  premises  was  carried  out  in  respect  of  13  insect  in¬ 
festations;  action  was  taken  in  co-operation  with  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  in  connection  with  one  aged  person  living  alone  under  unsatis¬ 
factory  conditions. 

Reports  on  443  properties  were  forwarded  to  the  Clerk  of  the 
Council  in  connection  with  Requisitions  for  Searches  under  the  Land 
Charges  Act. 

A.  ARMES. 

September,  1960  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector. 
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